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MAY 5 - 21
The Children’s Hour by Lillian Hellman, 

Lionheart Theatre,  Friday & Saturday: 7:30 p.m., 
Sunday: 2 p.m.

MAY 8
Movie Monday, THE QUEEN OF KATWE, 

Norcross Community Center, 1:30 & 6:30 p.m.

MAY 20 
Classic Car Show, Downtown Norcross, 

9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

MAY 21 
Porsche Car Show, Lillian Webb Park, 

8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

MAY 22 
Movie Monday, NINE LIVES, 

Norcross Community Center, 1:30 & 6:30 p.m.

MAY 26 
Summer Concert Series, THE RUPERTS, Thrasher Park, 

7:30 - 9:30 p.m.

MAY 29 
Memorial Day Celebration, Thrasher Park, 

12 - 1 p.m.

 2017 Spectacular 
EVENTS! 

APRIL 7 
First Friday Concert, THE BREEZE KINGS, 

Norcross Community Center, 7 - 9 p.m.

APRIL 10
Movie Monday, ACE THE CASE, 

Norcross Community Center, 1:30 & 6:30 p.m.

APRIL 15
Norcross Easter Egg Hunt, Rossie Brundage, 

10 a.m. - Noon; Special Needs Easter Egg Hunt, 
(RSVP required), 1 p.m.

APRIL 22
Under the Garden Skies featuring Artists from 

Kudzu Art Zone, Discovery Garden Park, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

APRIL 22 
Tree Board Tree Planting, 10 a.m.

APRIL 22 
Bike & Bite Ride, Starting at Thrasher Park 

Pavilion, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

APRIL 24 
Movie Monday, FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS, 
Norcross Community Center, 1:30 & 6:30 p.m.

For a complete listing of events, visit www.aplacetoimagine.com



ARTS
MORE MURALS 
THE MERRIER
Thanks to the work of public art initiatives 
across Gwinnett, large-scale public artworks 
have gone up in Norcross, Suwanee and 
Sugar Hill and are coming soon to Buford. The 
murals are a part of a broader effort to improve 
quality of life and community pride inside the 
livable communities initiatives. The Tumbling 
Foxes mural (pictured below), a collaboration 
between artists Jon Graham and Lauren 
Pallotta, is at Skin Alley and Holcomb Bridge 
Road in Norcross.

NEW SCULPTURE 
UNVEILING 
IN SUWANEE
Suwanee’s Sculp’Tour is a “public art 
encounter” located in Town Center Park, where 
a one-mile walking tour leads you through 20 
nationally-recognized installations from artists 
across the country. The exhibit is changed every 
two years, and 2017 will welcome 17 new 
pieces. The current exhibit is coming down the 
last week of March–so go now if you haven’t 
seen it! The new round of sculptures will be 
unveiled May 20, and the event will feature 
food, drinks, live theater performances from 
Lawrenceville’s Aurora Theatre, and Q&As with 
the artists.
Find out more about the “Sip and See” 
event at suwanee.com 

FRESH NEWS, JUST DUG UP.

EATS
GUINNESS ICE CREAM? 
YES PLEASE.
Daddy O’Brien’s Irish Ice Cream Pub is as magic 
as it sounds. Winner of the 2016 Flavor of the 
Year competition, DaddyO took first place for 
his butter beer ice cream, inspired by the Harry 
Potter series. But it’s their “adult” ice creams 
that make us truly giddy. From the Bailey’s 
Irish pistachio (raw pistachios and Bailey’s Irish 
Cream liqueur) which won third place in the 
2015 National Ice Cream Association’s Flavor of 
the Year Competition, to the “The Dude” White 
Russian (Kahlua and vodka in vanilla), you’ve 
really got to try them all. And yes, there is a 
Guinness flavor, and yes, it is awesome. 
Visit their new brick-and-mortar store in 
Sugar Hill at 5910 Suwanee Dam Road, 
Suite 400.

NEW DISTILLERY 
OPENING SOON 
IN LILBURN
Betsy Dahlberg and Paul Allen are using local 
grains, corn, botanicals and fruit to distill 
Gwinnett’s very own vodka, absinthe, gin, 
bitters, amaros and (eventually) bourbon. Hope 
Springs Distillery has just started their first full-
scale run of local vodka, and should be opening 
in the coming weeks. Housed in a renovated 
glass factory in downtown Lilburn, the couple 
plans to open a tasting room and events venue 
this summer. 
See the progress at 
hopespringsdistillery.com

EVENTS
NEW NIGHT MARKETS 
IN GWINNETT
Inspired by vibrant outdoor markets popular 
throughout Europe and Asia, night markets 
not just for buying groceries — they’re 
outdoor social events. In partnership with the 
Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce, the Atlanta 
International Night Market represents over 75 
nationalities that call Metro Atlanta home. With 
over 150 food vendors and 50 retail vendors, 
the three-day festival includes activities for kids, 
an artisan market, a veggie festival, musical 
performances, street performers, buskers, 
and tasty authentic cuisine. A celebration of 
diversity, community, culture, and creativity.
The event runs all weekend beginning April 
21st through the 23rd from 5pm to 10pm at 
Gwinnett Place Mall. 
Tickets at atlnightmarket.org

SEGWAY TOURS 
AROUND 
STONE MOUNTAIN
Segways are not just for airport security patrols 
at Hartsfield-Jackson anymore. Make your two-
wheeled gyroscopic dreams come true. Stone 
Mountain Park now offers Segway tours around 
the park, and it’s the only place in Gwinnett 
where you can get the thrill. 
More information and booking at 
stonemountainpark.com

BIKE SHARE 
PROGRAMS ARE 
SPREADING
The first ever bike share program is up and 
running in downtown Suwanee. Find the 
Zagster City bike hubs at street corners around 
the city, swipe your card through the reader 
on the luggage rack at the back, unlock your 
bike...and start cruising! Rates are two dollars 
per hour. Recommended: a joy ride along the 
Suwanee Creek Greenway. 
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HIDDEN 
GWINNETT
GEORGIA’S BEST 
KEPT BLUEGRASS 
SECRET: EVERETT’S 
MUSIC BARN
There’s a barn in Suwanee that has hosted the most 
famous bluegrass acts in the country, and you’ve 
probably never heard of it. Arguably the most 
influential venue in Georgia’s grassroots music 
scene, Everett’s Music Barn has been a gathering 
place and sounding board for some of the most 
influential musicians in bluegrass history. 

In the rock walled barn a few ceiling fans whirl 
overhead, there’s a pair of longhorns mounted 
to the stage; an American flag and a needlepoint 
tapestry are tacked to the back wall. Singers lean in 
towards a microphone at center stage. Each musician 
steps forward for a solo, retreating to whistles and 
hollers from the audience. The picking is lightning 
fast, and the twang is steely. This stage has seen the 
likes of Dailey & Vincent, Larry Sparks, Steep Canyon 
Rangers, and The Grascals. And there’s no telling 
what discovered or undiscovered musical talent 
you’ll see take the mic.

It all started in the 1960s when Randall and Roger 
Everett won a talent contest on WDYX, a country 
music radio station in Buford, earning them a 
recurring spot on the live Saturday morning 
broadcast. The brothers would invite musicians they 
met at the radio station back home to jam, and with 
Mama Everett’s permission and the promise of “no 
foolishness and no drinking,” they would fill the 
living room with banjos, mandolins and fiddles. To 
accommodate the growing number of guests, the 
family expanded their small farm house. When that 
wasn’t enough room, the community helped them 
build a separate music barn. Live bluegrass has 
been happening there every Saturday for the past 
50 years. 

Planning to attend this weekend? Know this 
before you go: There’s no smoking, no drinking 
and no cursing. Although hooting, hollering and 
chatting with your neighbor are highly encouraged. 
Bring your own instrument and join in one of the 
impromptu jam sessions in the house or on the 
porch. Doors open at 6 p.m., music starts at 8 p.m. 
Entry is by donation, so don’t forget to throw some 
cash in when the coffee can is passed around.

“Everett’s feels like a big family 
reunion. You may not know 
the names, but the smiles on 
faces make you feel welcome. 
The impromptu jams in the 
main house are equally, if not 
more, enjoyable. Every night is 
different, but the barn always 
seems to have a great show.”

-Brett Moore
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THE NEW 
SOUTHERN 
HOLLYWOOD: 
GWINNETT’S FILM 
INDUSTRY BOOM
Eat your heart out, Los Angeles. Georgia is experiencing 
a film industry gold rush. Thanks to great tax incentives 
and plenty of large-scale properties and landscapes, 
Gwinnett has become one of the most popular filming 
locations outside Hollywood, welcoming crews from the 
Hunger Games, Fast & Furious and Sully.

In 2016, Gwinnett’s tourism office, Explore Gwinnett, 
received over 175 film location and production 
requests. Executive Director Lisa Anders serves as the 
county film liaison. “Just this week, I’ve already had at 
least five requests,” she says.

But why Gwinnett? Why now? 
It’s a confluence of two factors: 
money and space. 

Georgia as a whole has been experiencing a steady 
rise in film industry popularity since Governor Sonny 

Perdue approved the Georgia Entertainment Industry 
Investment Act in 2008. Similar to incentives in 
New Mexico and Louisiana, the tax credit offers up 
to 30 percent tax reimbursement on film-related 
expenditures. But Georgia’s credit is different in one 
major way: there’s no cap. While other states have a 
ceiling, there’s no limit to the amount you can accrue 
in Georgia. The generous terms have helped make 
our state the number three filming location in the 
country, behind only California and New York. The 
AJC reports that in 2016, the total film spending in 
the state topped $2 billion, with overall economic 
impact of over $5 billion. Yes, that’s billion with a B.

Apart from big tax credits, there’s also a lot of space 
out here. Gwinnett has the perfect storm of open 
land, urban development and historical architecture 
that producers are looking for. 
“Every week I get calls from location scouts asking 
for random things,” Anders says. “They say, ‘We need 
an ice skating rink, a one-lane dirt road and a 1970s 
era office building lobby.’ I say, ‘Yep, we’ve got that.’” 
Timothy Bourne, producer of The Blind Side, told 
the Georgia Department of Economic Development, 
“There’s sort of a small town homey feel to it 
here. However, with that is a huge amount of 
infrastructure. It’s a travel center, so it’s easy to get in 
and out of...and the attitude level is just wonderful.”

The impact on the local economy in Gwinnett has 
been immediate. Explore Gwinnett is still gathering 
official stats, but Anders says she’s already seen the 
film dollars at work keeping local lighting, hardware 

MOVIES & TV SERIES 
FILMED IN GWINNETT:

and truck rental companies in business. The 
hospitality industries are getting a boost, too. “When 
Fast & Furious came to town, they booked a total of  
202,000 room nights across the state,” Anders says, 
“and that’s just one film crew.” 

The economic benefits are not lost on Governor 
Deal, who in 2014 swifty launched a comprehensive 
workforce initiative. “Film crews are pouring into 
Gwinnett right now, but the lack of professional 
trained crew is the biggest challenge. We need 
a local workforce to support them,” Anders says. 
The Georgia Film Academy, a collaborative effort 
between the university and technical college systems 
of Georgia, is a 32-week two-course certification 
program hosted at nine campuses across the state 
including Gwinnett Tech, GCSU, Kennesaw State 
and University of West Georgia. On its webpage, 
the Georgia Film Academy says industry growth is 
projected to generate 3,000 to 5,000 new jobs in 
Georgia, most of which are on the set. “The average 
earnings in these jobs are $84,000 a year,” it says. 
But critics aren’t so convinced. As the AJC reported 
in August, the jobs created locally are often low 
paying and easily moved if the credits were to ever 
dry up. “Fellow southern states Louisiana and North 
Carolina capped the value of their programs in recent 
years and Hollywood responded by shifting work to 
Georgia.” 

Plus, the film industry isn’t always looking for 
Gwinnett’s most glamourous properties. They need 
abandoned air strips where Vin Diesel can barrel roll 
a Ferrari—not exactly real estate that boosts resale 
value. “I’m always on the lookout for dilapidated 
buildings,” Anders laughs. “When we are out, and I 
see an empty school or closed bank, I’ll say, ‘Look! 
A possible location!’ My friends look at me like 
I’m crazy.” They don’t want old buildings in their 
communities, Anders says, and she understands that. 
But those locations are bringing millions to Gwinnett 
municipalities, right? “So, glass half full, people.”

Ozark 
Mother’s Day 

Sleepy Hollow
Sully 

MacGyver
Diary of a Wimpy Kid 

Identity Thief 
Fast & Furious 7
Hunger Games

Insurgent 
Allegiant 

Fifth Wave

Photo Credit: Bruce Johnson
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PLAY

CITY SPOTLIGHT:

DULUTH
Welcome to Duluth, one of the fastest 

growing cities of Gwinnett, and home to 
the hippest new brew pubs, coffee shops 
and music venues. Come for a night out, 

or stay for a weekend getaway. 
This city just keeps getting better. 

HERE’S WHAT WE DIG:

TOWN GREEN 
This huge green space in the 

middle of town has an outdoor 
amphitheater, a park, a fountain 

and plenty of picnic spots. Each year 
the Town Green hosts free festivals, 

concerts and movies. Find this year’s 
lineup at duluthga.net/events.

CRAVE PIE 
3107 Main St.

This pie shop will change 
your life. Crust so flakey, even 

grandma wants the recipe. They 
regularly sell out of their famous 

chocolate chess, maple pecan 
and chicken pot pie, so plan to 

come back every week. (See our 
Comfort Foods story on page 16 

for more)

FRIDAYS
-N-

DULUTH
Starting in May, plan to spend your 

Friday nights on the Town Green. 
This vibrant community gathering 
brings in Atlanta’s best food trucks 
(we’re lookin at you Yumbii) and 

plays movies al fresco at the outdoor 
amphitheatre. Find the schedule for 
Flicks on the Bricks and Food Truck 

Fridays at duluthga.net/events.

RED CLAY 
MUSIC 

FOUNDRY 
3116 Main St.

This intimate music venue brings 
in some of the biggest talent in the 
Southeast. The Eddie Owen Presents 
music series features rising-stars of 

all genres, and the monthly open mic 
nights showcase the best in acoustic 

talent. (see our interview with Eddie on 
the next page)

ART EVERYWHERE
Duluth is where “Norman Rockwell meets Modern 

Family” - and you can see the art influence 
everywhere you turn. The Duluth Public Art 

Commission, one of the most robust public art 
initiatives in the county, allocates funding to large-

scale sculpture and murals, as well as more interactive 
art and programing. Look for the community ArtWeek 

mural off Hill Street, and don’t miss the enormous 
Ascension sculpture on McClure Bridge Road.

PARSONS ALLEY
The Parsons Alley project is a multi-use restaurant 

and entertainment district that promises the 
hippest shopping and dining in town. On the 

docket: the owners of Decatur’s Brick Store Pub 
are opening in the district. The enormous space 

will be 7,500-square-feet—plenty of room for 
brewing, snacking and gathering.

BREAKERS 
KOREAN BBQ

3505 Gwinnett Place Dr

Duluth is one of the most culturally diverse 
cities in Gwinnett, and the culinary vibrancy is 
a main attraction. Try the killer Korean BBQ at 

Breakers, where you grill traditional marinated 
meats and vegetables on an open flame at 
your table. Sleek monochromatic decor and 
pasture-raised meats make it clear this is no 

hole-in-the-wall joint.

O4W PIZZA
3117 Main St.

Their Jersey-style “Grandma” pizza has been 
hailed as the best pie in Atlanta. Their original 
store in the Old Fourth Ward now has a second 

location in downtown Duluth. Their mantra: “No 
fancy toppings, no gimmicks.” The brick-fired 

crust, house-made sauce, and hand-pulled 
mozzarella will make you shed tears of joy. 

6



DIG 
DEEP
EDDIE OWEN BRINGS 
NEXT-BIG-THING 
TALENT TO DULUTH
When you enter an Eddie Owen music venue, there’s 
one non-negotiable: Shut up and listen. Owen is 
an Atlanta music mainstay, famous for his staunch 
commitment to intimate acoustic experiences. His 
namesake music venue in Decatur, Eddie’s Attic, has 
fewer than 100 seats and a strict no-talking policy. 
“When a songwriter is on stage, the really good ones, 
well...they reach out and bring the audience into the 
story,” Owen says. “That can’t happen in a noisy bar or in 
an arena where you need binoculars to see the stage.” 

Owen has brought that same listening room love to 
Gwinnett. In 2011, Owen found the historic Red Clay 
theatre sitting abandoned on Duluth’s downtown 
square. With his help, it has been fully restored into 
a 260-seat auditorium (or, “listening room,” s’il vous 
plaît), complete with classrooms, a production company 
and a music school.

This is great news for Gwinnett, because Owen is also 
famous for his distinguishing palate, able to identify 
rising stars. He famously encouraged a young John 
Mayer, then a doorman at Eddie’s Attic, to try an 
open mic. Apart from Mayer, Owen is credited with 
discovering big names like the Zac Brown Band, the 
Indigo Girls, Sugarland, Shawn Mullins and The Civil 
Wars. 

Now at the Red Clay, his new music series Eddie Owen 
Presents, has become a coveted event for musicians 
and music lovers from Gwinnett and beyond. So why 
Gwinnett? Why now? Owen tells us what brought him 
here and what ensures he’ll stick around.

WHAT MADE YOU DECIDE TO BRING 
EDDIE OWEN PRESENTS TO THE RED 
CLAY MUSIC FOUNDRY? 

I had always dreamed about a facility where there was 
a really good listening room, but also the space to offer 
great hospitality to touring artists, and room for locals to 
collaborate, create and connect. The Red Clay has all that 
and more! The city of Duluth is going to be one of the 
next really cool pedestrian friendly areas of Atlanta, the 
coolest of suburban cool. I absolutely believe Duluth is 
on the cusp of something great. In a few years, folks will 
be saying “I remember when….” 

WHAT MAKES A LISTENING ROOM 
EXPERIENCE DIFFERENT (BETTER?) 
THAN A CONVENTIONAL CONCERT? 

Imagine three circles: one is the artist, the second is 
the audience, the third is the venue. Bring them close 
so that they overlap. That special spot in the middle 
is where the magical moment happens between the 
songwriter and the audience. The intimacy at RC allows 
this. 

WHAT IS YOUR PERSONAL 
ATTRACTION TO THE INTIMATE-STYLE 
MUSIC VENUE? 

Too many years of trying to listen to good songs and 
good songwriters in a place where listening was not 
encouraged. 

DO YOU FIND YOURSELF AT PHILIPS 
AREA FOR A DEF LEPPARD REUNION 
TOUR EVERY NOW AND THEN? 

The RC full is as large of a crowd as I care to be around. 
That being said, I like good songs, no matter the genre.

YOU HAVE A KNACK FOR FINDING 
NEXT-BIG-STAR MUSICIANS. WHAT 
CATCHES YOUR EYE?

For every rising star I’ve seen, there are thousands more 
just as talented, just as diligent, just as hungry. Trust 
me, I’ve popped all the buttons on my vests over the 
success some of my friends have experienced. But there 
are many, many more that are very, very good who’ve 
never seen popular success. I love supporting those who 
are undiscovered, as well as those who’ve experienced 
commercial success. The good ones never, ever give up.

SO WHO’S THE NEXT BIG THING? 
ANYONE WE SHOULD WATCH OUT 
FOR ON THE CALENDAR AT THE RED 
CLAY? 

I try to not book anyone that sucks! If they are on the RC 
calendar, they are there for a reason. It’s because I heard 
something that has substance.

For a list of upcoming events, please visit
eddieowenpresents.com 7
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THE 
DON’T-MISS 
CONCERT 
PREVIEW
GET YOUR TICKETS 
NOW, OR BRACE 
FOR THE FOMO. 

MACY TODD
March 23, 8pm
BUFORD COMMUNITY CENTER

Singer-songwriter Macy Todd creates lushly folk-tinged 
pop music which transcends both genre and time. Her 
captivating vocal power is soulful and warm - truly a 
serenade for the ear.

More info and tickets at 
bufordcommunitycenter.com

PLAY

THE CLAY HESS BAND
April 22,  Doors at 6pm, 
show at 8pm
EVERETT’S MUSIC BARN, SUWANEE

Aftering touring as lead guitarist for bluegrass legend 
Rick Skaggs, Hess went out on his own, and his first 
album topped the Bluegrass Today charts. Known for his 
syncopated sense of timing, Hess always tries to keep 
you guessing. See him live at the intimate Bluegrass 
Barn, a Suwanee institution. The concert is by donation, 
and don’t forget to bring your own instrument and stay 
after for a jam session, open to all levels. (See our feature 
on Everett’s Music Barn on page 4.)

PANIC! 
AT THE DISCO
April 12, 7pm, doors at 6pm
INFINITE ENERGY CENTER, DULUTH

Panic! At The Disco tours with their fifth studio album 
Death Of A Bachelor. Definitely don’t miss opening acts 
MisterWives and special guests Saint Motel, two big 
rising stars in the world of melodic indie pop.

Tickets and more info at infiniteenergycenter.com

TROLLEY STOP 
CABARET: 
MS. LORI DEVINE
March 25, doors at 7:30pm, first set 
at 8:15pm
ART STATION, NORCROSS

For the love of sequins and feather boas, you’ve got see 
Ms. Lori Devine live. A staple of the Atlanta drag queen 
community, she’s known for her exquisite costumes 
and “camp drag” routines. Her solo shows feature guest 
appearances from her Amourettes troupe. All proceeds 
donated to HIV/AIDS support organizations.

Reservations at artstation.org
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GEORGIA NATIVES 
MUSIC FESTIVAL
April 29, 7pm  
THE BOWL @ SUGAR HILL

Sugar Hill’s local free music festival! Featuring favorites 
The Joe & Joe Show, The Preakness, Camera Box, Macy 
Todd and The Well Reds!

More info and tickets at 
cityofsugarhillcom

YACHT ROCK 
SCHOONER
March 31, doors at 7pm
37 MAIN, BUFORD

70’s Smooth Rock

MOBY DICK
April 21, doors at 7pm
37 MAIN, BUFORD

 Party Rock

Tickets and more info at buford.37main.com



Stomping Out Obesity
Obesity Awareness 5K Walk/Run

Saturday, April 29, 2017

Tribble Mill Park
2125 Tribble Mill Parkway 
Lawrenceville, GA 30045

Registration until April 21: $25

Registration after April 21: $30

Race Day registration: $35 (cash or check only) 

Does not guarantee promotional items.
Youth rate (14 and under): $15

Register online at active.com.
Search Stomping Out Obesity.

All proceeds will go to the Gwinnett Medical Center  

Foundation and benefit the Center for Weight Management’s  

fight against obesity.

GEORGIA’S 
MOST 
EXCITING 
NEW SPORTS
TEAM
DUDE, YOU HAVEN’T 
BEEN TO A SWARM 
GAME? 
Georgia’s newest professional sports team 
is epic, and their home games happen 
right here in Gwinnett.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Lacrosse is the first 

American sport. It was 
played by Native Americans 

long before European 
explorers arrived.

The National Lacrosse League team, The Swarm, 
relocated to Georgia last year. Originally formed in 
Minnesota in 2004, the hometown shake up hasn’t 
hurt the team’s stride. They made it all the way to the 
semifinals last season, with an overall record of 8-10. 
With NLL heavyweight Ed Comeau as head coach, 
and a roster stacked with rising stars, there’s no 
chance they’re slowing down.

In fact, lacrosse is the fastest growing sport in the 
nation. John Wetmore of The Bleacher Report says 
it has “everything Americans could ask for in a 
sport, without actually being football.” He writes, 
“It requires great athleticism, fluid teamwork, brute 
strength, natural instincts, team communication and 
intelligence.” If you’ve never attended “LAX” before, 
it combines the cardio endurance of soccer, defensive 
strategies of basketball and the body contact of 
football. Nicknamed “the fastest sport on two 
feet” players basically have to run, pass, catch and 
throw all at the same time. It’s blindingly fast and 
breathlessly fun for players and spectators alike. 

What’s even more exciting is that the state team is 
based right here in Gwinnett at the Infinite Energy 
Center. The enormous venue is perfect for the 

sport, which requires a 330-foot field and promises 
a growing fan base. The Swarm season started in 
December and goes through end of April (longer if 
they go to the playoffs). Tickets start at  $25—a bargain 
for a full-throttle game that promises nail biting 
excitement. Forget Six Flags, and get season tickets.

PLAY



GAMES PLAYED
JANUARY - APRIL

MARCH 23
The Bridges Of Madison County 
Thursday, March 23 through April 16
Two-time, Tony Award-winning musical. Based on 
the best-selling novel by Robert James Waller,It’s an 
unforgettable story of two people caught between 
decision and desire, as a chance encounter becomes a 
second chance at so much more. 
Auroratheatre.com

MARCH 26
InsideOut
Infinite Energy Center, 5pm
6400 Sugarloaf Parkway, Duluth
Presented by North Point Ministries. Join thousands 
of Atlanta area high school students in recording the 
newest InsideOut live album for North Point Ministries.
northpointministries.org
 

MARCH 27 
Movie Monday: A Month of Sundays
Norcross Cultural Arts & Community Center
10 College St., Norcross
Bring the family for a free movie ! Free popcorn and 
refreshments provided.
aplacetoimagine.com

MARCH 30
Spring Vegetable Gardening – presented by Gwinnett 
Library 
Gwinnett County Public Library – Five Forks Branch, 
6:30pm
2780 Five Forks Trickum Road, Lawrenceville
Gwinnett County Extension Agent Tim Daly discusses 
the many vegetables that can be grown in our area and 
how to care for them in order to produce a bountiful 
harvest. 
gwinnettpl.org

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dinosaur Explore at Stone Mountain Park 
Mar 30 - Dec 31 
Stone Mountain Park 
U.S. Highway 78 East, Exit 8, Stone Mountain
Fifteen species of prehistoric dinosaurs are making 
their way to Stone Mountain Park. The prehistoric 
creature collection features more than 20 life-size 
dinosaurs with special effects allowing them to move 
and roar just like their ancient ancestors.
stonemountainpark.com

MARCH 31 
Tupelo Studio Painters Interwoven Art Show 
Mar 31 - Apr 7 
The Rectory, Norcross
What happens when a group of painters weave in 

and out of each other’s creative lives over a period 
of years? The Rectory explores one route to creative 
expression. Join us for the opening featuring artists  
Celeste Mccollough, Lynne Brice, Mary Ferguson, 
Denise Jennings, Lila McAlpin, Tony Moyers, Steven 
Stinchcomb, and Kathy Wochel.
aplacetoimagine.com
 

APRIL 1 
The Barefoot Movement
Buford Community Center
April 1st at 8PM
COST: $15
Heartfelt, energetic and down home. Heralded by 
CMT Edge as “one of the most promising bands on the 
bluegrass scene,” the music of the Nashville based 
group The Barefoot Movement is as down to earth as 
their intention for members of their audience: sit back, 
relax, take your shoes off and stay a while.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Queen Nation 
Saturday, April 1
Buford 37 Main
Queen Nation, a tribute to Queen, was formed in 2004. 
The mission of the show is to carry on the musical torch 
and pay homage to the golden age of vintage Queen 
concerts.
Buford.37main.comEV
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rodgers and Hammerstein’s State Fair 
Saturday, April 1
Infinite Energy Center Theatre
Set against the colorful backdrop of an American 
heartland tradition, STATE FAIR travels with the Frake 
family as they leave behind the routine of the farm 
for three days of adventure at the annual Iowa State 
Fair. STATE FAIR is the kind of warm-hearted family 
entertainment only Rodgers & Hammerstein could 
deliver!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Stone Mountain Park’s Spring FUN Break 
Apr 1  - Apr 9 
Stone Mountain Park, 10am
U.S. Highway 78 East, Exit 8, Stone Mountain
Celebrate the beauty of spring with exciting attractions 
including SkyHike, one of the nation’s largest 
adventure ropes courses, Geyser Towers, a one-of-a-
kind water adventure, Summit Skyride, where you can 
soar to the top of the mountain for unprecedented 
views of the city and much more! 
stonemountainpark.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Georgia Swarm vs. Colorado Mammoth 
Infinite Energy Center, 7:05pm 
6400 Sugarloaf Parkway, Duluth, GA 30097
The Georgia Swarm play host to the Colorado 
Mammoth in an important National Lacrosse League 
matchup.
georgiaswarm.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Barefoot Movement 
Sylvia Beard Theatre, 8pm 
2200 Buford Hwy, Buford
Heartfelt, energetic, and down home. Heralded by 
CMT Edge as “one of the most promising bands on the 
bluegrass scene,” the music of the Nashville based 
group The Barefoot Movement is as down to earth as 
their intention for members of their audience: sit back, 
relax, take your shoes off, and stay a while.
bufordcommunitycenter.com 

APRIL 5
Atlanta Gladiators vs. South Carolina Stingrays 
Infinite Energy Center, 7:05pm
6400 Sugarloaf Parkway, Duluth
The Atlanta Gladiators are the AA Professional Hockey 
affiliate of the Boston Bruins. Watch them face off 
against the South Carolina Stingrays. 
atlantagladiators.com 

APRIL 6 
Gwinnett Braves vs. Durham Bulls 
Coolray Field, 7:05pm 
One Braves Ave., Lawrenceville
The Atlanta Braves AAA affiliate, the Gwinnett Braves, 
play baseball in their 10,000 seat state-of-the-art 
Coolray Field. Don’t miss this game against the 
Durham Bulls.
gwinnettbraves.com  

APRIL 7 
Suwanee Food Truck Fridays 
Apr 7  - Sep 1 
Suwanee Town Center Park, 5:30pm
330 Town Center Avenue, Suwanee
Food Truck Fridays return to Suwanee in 2017! Each 
month will bring great food and music from 5:30 pm 
to 9:30 pm (music begins at 7:00). 
suwanee.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

First Friday Concert Series: The Breeze Kings 
Norcross Cultural Arts & Community Center, 7pm 
10 College St., Norcross
The Breeze Kings voted Atlanta’s Best Blues Band three 
years in a row. 
norcrossga.net 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gwinnett Braves vs. Durham Bulls 
Coolray Field, 7:05pm
One Braves Ave., Lawrenceville
See April 6 event description
gwinnettbraves.com  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Eddie Owen Presents: Anne McCue 
Eddie Owen Presents @ Red Clay Music Foundry, 8pm 
3116 Main St., Duluth
Bluesy songstress and multi-instrumentalist Anne 
McCue has released her 6th studio album - Blue Sky 
Thinkin’. McCue recorded and produced the album 
alongside Dusty Wakeman (Lucinda Williams, Dwight 
Yoakam) in Los Angeles and Nashville. Doors open at 
7:00pm. 
eddieowenpresents.com 

APRIL 8 
Suwanee Farmers Market 
Suwanee Town Center Park, 9am 
330 Town Center Avenue, Suwanee
Attention, localvores: Fresh produce, lovely flowers, 
and yummy baked goods can now be found year-round 
in Suwanee! In addition to our famed summer Farmers 
Market season, the City of Suwanee is excited to 
announce a limited-run winter Farmers Market. 
suwanee.com/whatsnew.farmersmarket.php 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Duluth Rotary Annual Car Show 
Duluth Town Green, 10am 
3142 Hill St., Duluth
Antique classics, foreign sports, hot rods, 
muscles-1972 & older, muscles - after 1972, pickups, 
professional judging, burgers, hot dogs, chips & drinks 
for sale by Duluth Rotary 
duluthrotaryevents.org 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Repticon: Atlanta Reptile & Exotic Animal Show 
April 8, 10am  - 5pm; April 9, 10am - 4pm
Gwinnett County Fairgrounds, 
2405 Sugarloaf Pkwy, Lawrenceville
Repticon Atlanta is a reptile event featuring vendors 
offering reptile pets, supplies, feeders, cages, and 
merchandise as well as live animal seminars and 
frequent free raffles for coveted prizes. Exciting, 
educational, family-oriented fun for everyone!
repticon.com/georgia/atlanta

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Retired Braves Player Chipper Jones - presented by 
Gwinnett Library 
Coolray Field , 5pm
One Braves Ave., Lawrenceville
Chipper Jones spent his 23 years as a professional 
baseball player in the Braves organization. He is an 
eight-time All-Star and the 1999 National League MVP. 
In his new book “Ballplayer”, he shares his remarkable 
story, while capturing the magic nostalgia that sets 
baseball apart from every other sport.
gwinnettpl.org

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gwinnett Braves vs. Durham Bulls 
Coolray Field,  6:05pm 
One Braves Ave., Lawrenceville
See April 8 event description
gwinnettbraves.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Atlanta Gladiators vs. Greenville Swamp Rabbits 
Infinite Energy Center, 7:05pm 
6400 Sugarloaf Parkway, Duluth
The Atlanta Gladiators are the ECHL (AA Professional 
Hockey) affiliate of the Boston Bruins & provide family 
friendly, affordable fun to Metro Atlanta
atlantagladiators.com 

APRIL 9 
Run Into Spring Half Marathon, 10K & 5K 
Tribble Mill Park,  7:30am
2125 Tribble Mill Parkway, Lawrenceville
Entire course will be run on a wide paved path around 
a lake in a gorgeous and very scenic park. All finishers 
will get a spinner medal.
deborahmontgomeryracing.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gwinnett Braves vs. Durham Bulls 
Coolray Field, 1:05pm 
One Braves Ave., Lawrenceville
The Atlanta Braves AAA affiliate, the Gwinnett Braves, 
play baseball in their 10,000 seat state-of-the-art 
Coolray Field. Don’t miss this game against the 
Durham Bulls.
gwinnettbraves.com  

APRIL 10 
Mitsubishi Electric Classic 
Apr 10 - Apr 16 
TPC Sugarloaf 
The Mitsubishi Electric Classic is an official event on 
the PGA TOUR Champions. This 54-hole stroke play 
golf tournament features 81 PGA TOUR Champions 
professionals, including Freddy Couples, John Daly 
and Bernhard Langer. The 2017 event will be played 
April 10-16 with all three official rounds (April 15, 16 & 
17) nationally televised on the Golf Channel.  
mitsubishielectricclassic.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Georgia United Credit Union Executive Women’s Day 
Infinite Energy Center, 10am
6400 Sugarloaf Parkway, Duluth
A day-long celebration of the power and 
accomplishments of women in metro Atlanta. A true 
day of “corporate dialogue” awaits you as an attendee 
with opportunities to network and be inspired by one 
of the most outstanding female keynote speakers in 
the country.
mitsubishielectricclassic.com/women/ 
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APRIL 11 
Organic Gardening –presented by Gwinnett Library 
Gwinnett County Public Library – Peachtree Corners 
Branch,  6:30pm 
5570 Spalding Drive, Peachtree Corners
Gwinnett County Public Library presents this organic 
gardening workshop with Gwinnett County Extension 
Agent Tim Daly. He will cover the basic principles of 
organic gardening and separate the myths from the 
facts. 
events@gwinnettpl.org to reserve a seat

APRIL 12 
Button Gwinnett Day 
Georgia Gwinnett College, 10am
Button Gwinnett Day is an annual event, co-sponsored 
by Georgia Gwinnett College and Gwinnett County 
Public Library recognizing the man for whom our 
county is named, Button Gwinnett, signer of the 
Declaration of Independence. This year’s theme is: 
Writers on Writing, with guest writers and publishers. 
ggc.edu/student-life

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Panic! At The Disco 
Infinite Energy Center, 7pm 
6400 Sugarloaf Parkway, Duluth
With Misterwives and Saint Motel. Panic! At The 
Disco will embark on the Death Of A Bachelor Tour, a 
headline U.S. arena run in celebration of the success of 
their gold-certified fifth studio album. 
Doors open at 6pm. 
panicatthedisco.com 

APRIL 13
Pie In The Sky 
Apr 13 - Apr 30 
ART Station 
5384 Manor Drive, Stone Mountain Village, 
Stone Mountain
An ART Station World Premiere Production by Lawrence 
Thelen. “Pie in the Sky” is a comedy about what 
happens when the “nesting instinct” is applied to the 
end of one’s life. It’s the story of two women, Dory (65) 
and her mother, Margaret (85), who live together in a 
mobile home in Abilene, Texas. 
artstation.org 

APRIL 14 
Illuminated Egg Hunt 
Rhodes Jordan Park, 7pm
100 East Crogan Street, Lawrenceville
The hunt is on for Easter eggs…in the dark! Experience 
the thrill of night time hunting during this egg-stra 
special Easter experience
gwinnettcounty.com

APRIL 15
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny 
Gwinnett Historic Courthouse, 8:30am
185 Crogan Street, Lawrenceville
Enjoy a warm, delicious breakfast with the Easter 
Bunny in the Superior Court Ballroom. Kids will make 
a craft and receive a keepsake photo taken with the 
Easter Bunny.
gwinnettcounty.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6th Annual Art on the Chattahoochee 
Jones Bridge Park, 10am  
4901 East Jones Bridge Road, Peachtree Corners
Popular art  market featuring live entertainment, 
artists, artist demonstrations, commercial vendors, 
food trucks, kid’s zone with games, crafts and bounce 
houses. 
gwinnettparks.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Grayson Community Easter Egg Hunt Extravaganza 
Grayson Community Park, 10am 
475 Grayson Parkway, Grayson
Join us for a morning of fun for kids of all ages! Egg 
hunt, activities, and lots of family fun! 
cityofgrayson.org

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Norcross Easter Egg Hunt 
Rossie Brundage Park, 10am 
350 Autry Street, Norcross
Bring your Easter baskets and celebrate the renewal 
of spring in Norcross with a free Easter Egg Hunt that 
is sure to be fun for all. Children will also have the 
opportunity to visit with the Easter Bunny; parents 
don’t forget the camera! 
aplacetoimagine.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Underwater Egg Hunt 
Bethesda Park & Aquatic Center, 11am 
225 Bethesda Church Road, Lawrenceville
Go diving for eggs! Wear your swimsuit and bring a 

waterproof basket for a super fun, underwater egg 
hunt!
gwinnettcounty.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Georgia Swarm vs. Buffalo Bandits 
Infinite Energy Center, 7:05pm 
6400 Sugarloaf Parkway, Duluth
The Georgia Swarm play host to the Buffalo Bandits in 
an important National Lacrosse League matchup 
georgiaswarm.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Glow in the Park 
Suwanee Town Center Park, 5pm 
330 Town Center Avenue, Suwanee
Watch as the sun goes down and we make our beloved 
park glow in the dark! We’ll have plenty of food, 
games, and activities for all ages. You won’t want 
to miss our spectacular lantern parade at 7:30 pm 
followed by a rocking concert featuring Electric Avenue.
ngaa4arts.com

APRIL 18 & 19 
Gwinnett Braves vs. Rochester Red Wings 
Coolray Field, 7:05pm 
One Braves Ave., Lawrenceville
The Atlanta Braves AAA affiliate, the Gwinnett Braves, 
play baseball in their 10,000 seat state-of-the-art 
Coolray Field. Don’t miss this game against the 
Rochester Red Wings.
gwinnettbraves.com  

MARCH + APRIL EVENTS

we

do you?

Share story ideas…

Share event pictures…

Share your favorite 
places to go…

Share leads for 
ADVERTISERS 
(hint, hint...)

#IDiGGwinnett
678.407.8820 
DiGGwinnett.com



APRIL 20
Classic Motorsports Mitty Presented by Hagerty 
Apr 20 - Apr 23 
Road Atlanta Raceway 
5300 Winder Highway, Braselton
Are you a fan of classic Fords, Can Am cars or heck, 
pretty much any vintage racing? You won’t want to 
miss the 2017 Classic Motorsports Mitty. Hundreds 
of legendary race cars from around the world will be 
making their way to the beautiful Road Atlanta circuit. 
roadatlanta.com/the-mitty

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

New Dawn Theater Presents: A Few Good Men 
Apr 20 - May 7 
New Dawn Theater Company 
3650-A Satellite Blvd, Duluth
The lights are on, the stage is set, the actors are 
warming up in the wings. Our time has come...time to 
soar, time to shine, time to bring new life and a New 
Dawn to the theater. 
newdawntheatercompany.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gwinnett Braves vs. Rochester Red Wings 
Coolray Field, 12:05pm
One Braves Ave., Lawrenceville
See April 18 event description
gwinnettbraves.com  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

International Night Market 
April 21 - 23
Gwinnett Place Mall, Duluth, 5pm - 10pm
In partnership with the Gwinnett Chamber of 
Commerce, the Atlanta International Night Market 
represents over 75 nationalities that call Metro Atlanta 
home. With over 150 food vendors and 50 retail 
vendors, the three-day festival includes activities for 
kids, an artisan market, a veggie festival, musical 
performances, street performers, buskers and tasty 
authentic cuisine.
atlnightmarket.org

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gwinnett Braves vs Pawtucket Red Sox 
Coolray Field, 7:05pm
One Braves Ave., Lawrenceville
The Atlanta Braves AAA affiliate, the Gwinnett Braves, 
play baseball in their 10,000 seat state-of-the-art 
Coolray Field. Don’t miss this game against the 
Pawtucket Red Sox.
gwinnettbraves.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Eddie Owen Presents: ESOEBO’s Death Defying 
Musical Review 
Eddie Owen Presents @ Red Clay Music Foundry,  
7:30pm 
3116 Main St., Duluth
ESOEBO (Eclectic Selections of Everything but Opera) 
creates music with originality, cello, guitar, and unique 
vocals.
eddieowenpresents.com 

APRIL 22 
Suwanee Beat Cancer Fest 
Suwanee Town Center Park, 7am
330 Town Center Avenue, Suwanee
The 2017 Suwanee Beat Cancer Fest is filled with 
events that will raise money for a variety of cancer 
charities. Join us in Beautiful Suwanee Town Center 
and enjoy the activities: Skylars Run 5K starting at 
8am, The Lanier Loop Cure Ride starting at 7:30am, 

Team Maggie Yoga In The Park starting at 10am, and 
an Expo starting at 7am to 1pm.
suwaneebeatcancerfest.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Earth Day Repurposed Art and Yard Sale 
George Pierce Park,  9am
55 Buford Highway, Suwanee
Recycle, reduce, and reuse, while showing off your 
creativity, and cleaning out your garage or attic. 
Guests are invited to join us for a free gardening 
demonstration, and other fun activities! This event 
is open to artists as well as anyone who wants to 
participate in a traditional yard sale, and will be held 
outdoors rain or shine.
gwinnettcounty.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Family Promise Bed Race 
Lawrenceville Square, 9am
The Bed Race is an annual event with teams turning 
beds into racing vehicles to raise support for Family 
Promise of Gwinnett County.
familypromisegwinnett.org/event/bed-race

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Duluth Historical Society Plant Sale 
Southeastern Railway Museum, 10am 
3595 Peachtree Rd., Duluth
Plants include azaleas, shrubs, trees, and roses. Pass-
a-long plants will also be available. Vegetables and 
herbs if weather cooperates.Other activities to include:  
horticulture demonstrations, fire safety, gardening 
experts and a “how-to” on planting a community 
garden. 
duluthhistorical.org

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Gwinnett Family Fest 
Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce, 10am
We have a great day planned for you with free 
inflatable rides; rock wall, water slide, bounce house, 
jousting, toddler playground and more.
gwinnettfamilyfest.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Paws in the Park 
Lawrenceville Lawn, 10am 
147 Luckie St, Lawrenceville
Lawrenceville’s premier dogcentric annual event! Food, 
vendors, exhibitors - all to raise money for the Bow 
Wow Buddies Foundation (Camp Bow Wow’s charity 
helping rescues, fosters and others with medical 
expenses).
campbowwow.com/lawrenceville-ga

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Gwinnett Braves vs Pawtucket Red Sox 
Coolray Field, 6:05pm 
One Braves Ave., Lawrenceville
See April 21 event description
gwinnettbraves.com  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Muddbuggs & Music Festival , Duluth Town Green, 
Duluth
Saturday, April 22  12 – 8 p.m.
Join us for the inaugural Muddbugs & Music Festival 
on Duluth Town Green. Enjoy endless crawfish with 
exotic flavors, live music, a beer garden and more. This 
family-friendly event is brought to you by Rock 100.5, 
Kicks 101.5 and the City of Duluth. MuddBuggs & 
Music is an all ages event with the freshest crawfish in 
the country, delicious low country boil and 5 musical 
acts.  Cost: $15.
More info and tickets, www.Duluthga.net 

FREE 

ADMISSION! SATURDAY, APRIL 22 
10 AM - 3:30 PM
@ THE GWINNETT CHAMBER

(NEXT TO THE INFINITE ENERGY ARENA)

PRESENTED BY

HOSTED BY

  Merchandise vendors

  Arts & crafts vendors

  Food vendors

  Local businesses

  FREE rides

 FREE local  
entertainment

  FREE children’s  
activities

  FREE t-shirts for kids 
under 10

  Charity dunk tank

Event Partners

A Community Collaboration with

GwinnettFamilyFest.com
6500 Sugarloaf Parkway  • Duluth, Georgia 30097

FOR DETAILS, PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AND VENDOR INFORMATION, VISIT



GWINNETT MEDICAL CENTER AURORA THEATRE GEORGIA GWINNETT COLLEGE

City of Lawrenceville is home to a state-of-the-art medical center, 
award-winning theatre and a nationally ranked 4-year college.

Lawrenceville, where ART is a way of life.

www.LawrencevilleGa.org                          CityofLawrenceville                          CityofLville                          CityofLawrenceville



DiG SUBMISSION 
AND DISCLAIMER

Do you have a groovy (or slightly 
mundane) event you would like 
to submit and be added to our 
calendar? Please send to events@
diggwinnett.com 

Please note that every attempt is 
made to ensure that all content is 
accurate, complete and updated. 
We apologize in advance if we 
occasionally fail to be perfect. 

OF CENTRAL GWINNETT

www.protectpainters.com • 678.916.8243

What is the ProTect Painters difference?
• We show up on time.
• We give you a detailed plan and we
   stick to our schedule.
• We start with a free price estimate,
   provided at no obligation.
• We give you a budget with fair,
   competitive pricing and no hidden costs.
• We are reliable, punctual, friendly, clean
   and professional.
• We include a two-year warranty on every
   job.

Residential & Commercial 
Projects

Licensed, insured & bonded

Call now for a free estimate! We 
accept credit cards and also 

offer financing.

Mention this ad and receive 
10% off up to $300!

APRIL 23 
April Showers Half Marathon, 10K & 5K 
Bay Creek Park, 7:30am
175 Ozora Road, Loganville
Entire course will be run on a wide paved path in a very 
scenic park. We will have a well stocked aid station at 
the start/finish area.
deborahmontgomeryracing.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Gwinnett Braves vs. Pawtucket Red Sox 
Coolray Field, 1:05pm 
One Braves Ave., Lawrenceville
See April 21 event description
gwinnettbraves.com  

APRIL 24
Monday Movie Matinee 
Bethesda Park & Aquatic Center, 2pm
225 Bethesda Church Road, Lawrenceville
Bring a friend and enjoy a bargain movie with popcorn 
and drink included! Call 678.277.0179 for movie 
selections and reservations.

APRIL 28
MotoAmerica Suzuki Championship 
Apr 28 - Apr 30 
Road Atlanta Raceway 
5300 Winder Highway, Braselton
Road Atlanta will host the second round of the 2017 
MotoAmerica AMA/FIM North American Road Race 
Championship featuring Motul Superbike Class, 
Supersport, Superstock 1000, Superstock 600 and KTM 
RC Cup. roadatlanta.com/motoamerica 

APRIL 29
Gwinnett March for Babies 
Suwanee Town Center Park, 9am 
330 Town Center Avenue, Suwanee
We’re getting ready to walk in March for Babies! 
Every year, thousands of babies are born in Gwinnett 
prematurely or with birth defects. Help us give every 
baby a fighting chance.
marchforbabies.org

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Grayson Day Parade & Festival 
Grayson Community Park, 10am 
475 Grayson Parkway, Grayson
The 38th annual Grayson Day Festival and parade will 
feature arts, crafts, music and enterprises. 
cityofgrayson.org

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Georgia Swarm vs. Rochester Knighthawks 
Infinite Energy Center, 7:05pm 
6400 Sugarloaf Parkway, Duluth
The Georgia Swarm play host to the Rochester 
Knighthawks in an important National Lacrosse League 
matchup 
georgiaswarm.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Eddie Owen Presents: Levi Lowrey And The Antique 
Rodeo Show 
Eddie Owen Presents @ Red Clay Music Foundry, 8pm 
3116 Main St., Duluth
Lowrey is hitting his stride as an artist, having toured 
extensively with the Zac Brown Band to support 
Lowrey’s Southern Ground debut album, I Confess I 
Was A Fool, and as a songwriter with a No. 1 hit and 

several awards and nominations to his credit. Doors 
open at 7:00pm. 
eddieowenpresents.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Tannery Row Artist Colony: Studio 8 Artists 
Apr 29 - Jun 2 
Tannery Row Artist Colony 
554 West Main St, Buford
Artists from Kudzu Art Zone featured in the Gallery. 
Reception Opening on Saturday April 29th from 6-8 pm. 
Tannery Row Artist Colony is a thriving community of 
visual artists. 
tanneryrowartistcolony.com

MAY 2
Gwinnett Braves vs Durham Bulls 
Coolray Field, 7:05pm 
One Braves Ave., Lawrenceville
The Atlanta Braves AAA affiliate, the Gwinnett Braves, 
play baseball in their 10,000 seat state-of-the-art 
Coolray Field. Don’t miss this game against the Durham 
Bulls.
gwinnettbraves.com

MAY 11
Toast to Braselton,
Thursday, May 11, 6pm to 9pm
Dinner, dance, auction to benefit the Downtown 
Development Authority and Main Street program
Braselton Stover Event Center
To download ticket order form 
For more information contact Amy at apinnell@
braselton.net or 706-684-0369



WE 
DiG: 
BEST COMFORT 
FOODS OF 
GWINNETT
Dig’s stick-to-your-rib 
favorites 

We scoured Gwinnett for 
the best recipes that rival 
grandma’s cooking, and we 
didn’t stop until we reached 
full food coma. Here’s what we 
found. 

GET ON YOUR 
STRETCHY PANTS, 
Y’ALL.
1.COUNTRY FRIED STEAK
Local Republic
LAWRENCEVILLE

Feelin’ fancy, but hate to change out of your 
overalls? Come on down to Lawrenceville’s Local 
Republic. The atmosphere is casual and cozy, but 
Local Republic is known for its artistic elevation 
of brewpub fare. Nothing beats a crispy, chewy, 
country-fried steak, unless you make that a country-
fried filet mignon. Oui, monsieur. Once you’ve had 
it here, you’ll never order it anywhere else. 

3. CHICKEN POT PIE 
Crave Pie Studio
DULUTH

For such a small store front, this lil’ pie shop has 
gigantic flavor. Their chicken pot pie is loaded 
with chicken, vegetables and the perfect creamy 
gravy. That crust though! Flaky, buttery perfection. 
They only bake pot pies on Wednesdays (and they 
regularly sell out), so put it on your calendar and 
call ahead. But Crave Pie doesn’t just stick to the 
classics. Their signature recipes get cray. Try the 
apple pie with cheddar cheese crust and bacon 
streusel or the tequila key lime with salted pretzel 
crust. With new recipes every week, you’ll be a 
regular in no time.

2. PHỞ
What the PhỞ
DULUTH

Truly the most satisfying soup in existence, 
Vietnamese phở (pronounced “fuh”) (now you 
get the pun?) is a giant bowl of steaming broth 
brimming with noodles, beef and veggies. What 
the Phở in Duluth slowly simmers their stock for 
hours, bringing out the deepest umami flavors. 
Top it with crunchy bean sprouts and a hearty 
squeeze of sriracha.

4. HOT PIMENTO CHEESE 
1910 Public House 
LILBURN

On the menu of old town Lilburn’s chic 1910 
Public House, you’ll find goat cheese ravioli 
and pork osso bucco, but don’t get distracted. 
The pimento cheese might not be the flashiest 
choice, but this dish has a staunchly loyal 
following. The pimento grilled cheese is 
unbeatable: pressed on artisan bread with 
applewood smoked bacon and a fried green 
tomato slice. You can also try it as an appetizer 
topped with bacon jam. Bonus: they also have 
Creature Comforts on draft.

5. CARNE ASADA 
Taqueria Los Hermanos
SUWANEE

Nothing warms the body like jalapenos and 
tequila, and at Taqueria Los Hermanos both are 
used liberally. One of the top rated Mexican 
joints in the county (literally everything is 
delicious), this family-run restaurant has 
house-made salsa, hot chips, killer margarita 
specials, and the best carne asada in town. Our 
recommendation: try the carne asada burrito, 
it’s smothered in melted cheese and tomatillo 
sauce. Rice and refried beans obligatory. 

CR
AV

E

6. BISCUITS AND GRAVY
The Flying Biscuit
PEACHTREE CORNERS

Rejoice, biscuit lovers. This Atlanta mainstay 
now has a Gwinnett location. Made famous for 
its giant, pillowy biscuits, there’s only one way 
to make them better: topped with the signature 
chicken sausage gravy. Spicy, peppery, creamy, 
on a cloud of biscuit. So good, so filling. You’re 
gonna need a nap after.

7. TOM KHA
Thai Taste 
LOGANVILLE

Tom kha kai, a creamy coconut soup spiked with 
bright lime, lemongrass, galangal (Thai ginger), 
and a signature touch of chili oil, is the kind of 
soup that warms you to the core, and Thai Taste 
has the most celebrated recipe within 50 miles. 
Come for the tom kha, and stay for the red curry. 
You’ll be so warm, you’ll be sweating.

8. FRIED GREEN TOMATOES
Rico’s World Kitchen
BUFORD

This “international comfort cuisine” kitchen 
is run by chefs Rico Cunnington and Jorge 
Gonzalez. Using their Filipino and Mexican 
backgrounds they create serious tastebud 
nostalgia with down-home dishes from around 
the globe. You’ll want to try the lumpia, a 
Filipino-style egg roll, and the Andalusian-
inspired chicharrones, but you can’t leave 
without tasting the Southern classic: fried green 
tomatoes. Topped with smoked applewood 
bacon and homemade celery seed dressing, 
they are perfectly crispy on the outside and oh-
so-soft on the inside.

CRAVE
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PILSNER
RALLY POINT PILSNER - 
SERVICE BREWING (SAVANNAH) 
“This is a bohemian-style pilsner,” DeReimer explains, 
“meaning it’s going to be more malty and less 
grassy than a German-style pilsner, making it a touch 
sweeter, but still very light and refreshing.” Hops lend 
an herbal, floral bitterness with a caramel sweetness 
from the malt. This is the best easy-drinking beer on 
the list, he says, “very accessible and great for the 
season.”

AMERICAN IPA
A NIGHT ON PONCE - 
THREE TAVERNS (ATHENS)
Unlike the super hoppy IPAs that have dominated the 
craft beer scene in the past, this IPA is more balanced, 
DeReimer says. “You find citrus flavors of orange and 
grapefruit with relatively strong carbonation and a dry 
finish. Malts impart a toasty quality and hops lend a 
balanced, accessible bitterness.” A classic hazy orange 
color, this IPA is accessible and light. Perfect pairing 
for a rocking chair on the front porch.

SAISON
WHITE BLACKBIRD SAISON - 
WILD HEAVEN BEER (ATLANTA)
The name “saison” translates to “season,” which 
explains the history of this beer, DeReimer says. 
Saisons were traditionally brewed by French and 
Belgian farmers during the harvest season. “It’s 
refreshing and light, with farmhouse hints of earth, 
hay, and yeast, but bright with a frothy head and high 
carbonation.” This saison from Wild Heaven has “fruity 
notes from the yeast and the pears, which offer a crisp, 
dry quality.” The light body and moderate carbonation 
make it refreshing while maintaining depth and 
complexity.

GOSE (SOUR)
TROPICMOST PASSIONFRUIT 
GOSE - WICKED WEED BREWING 
(NORTH CAROLINA)  
What’s the biggest trend on the craft beer scene right 
now? Goze (pronounced go-zah). “It’s a sour wheat 
beer brewed with sea salt,” says DeReimer. “The light 
saltiness balances out malty sweetness, then fruit is 
added to balance out tartness.” For this goze from 
NC’s Wicked Weed Brewery, “passion fruit sweetness 
complements the lactobacillus without dominating 
it, letting the style still speak and control the beer.” A 
refreshing beer with fruity notes that don’t descend 
into sugary sweetness.

SPRING 
BEER 
GARDEN
It’s not officially spring until you’ve 
had a cold pilsner in the warm 
sunshine. Break out the sunglasses, 
find yourself a patio, and ask for 
one of these beers. Handpicked by 
Mike DeReimer, Beverage Director 
at Local Republic Gastropub on 
Lawrenceville’s historic square, these 
are spring’s top microbrews.

770.995.5200
911 Duluth Hwy. 120 | Ste. E3 

Lawrenceville GA 30043
 /mysticmoongourmetpizza

www.mysticmoonpizza.com

DON’T FORGET 
to mention the dig when 

you book to receive 
a special offer!

770.932.7295
THE NAILSOCIETY.COM
78 E MAIN STREET, BUFORD

CRAVE

MIKE DEREIMER, 
HEAD BEER-LOVER AT 

LAWRENCEVILLE’S LOCAL REPUBLIC
Photo Credit: Damian AhChing



IN 
SEASON: 

GRAFT 
RESTAURANT, 
GRAYSON
SETH AND 
ASHLEY CLEMENCE

“All restaurants are farm to table, really. 
The food has to come from some farm 
somewhere,” says Seth Clemence, 
manager of Graft restaurant. “But 
to be truly local is a much bigger 
commitment.”

A commitment to quality, naturally, but also community. 
Clemence runs Graft with his wife, Ashley. They restored 
the historic home in downtown Grayson, outfitting it with 
reclaimed wood, copper bar tops, and exposed bulb light 
fixtures. Next, they found their suppliers. Ashley and Seth 
can list all of them by name. They know their kids names, 
too. “I’ve made lifelong friendships with these farmers,” 
Seth says. “I hear about their struggles and their crop losses.”

The grits, for example: they’re stone ground by Tim and 
Alice, farmers in Athens, GA, “The mill is powered by their 
red mule named Luke,” Seth adds. And the tomatoes: a local 
firefighter named Mike Moon grows them in his backyard 
hot house specifically for Graft. It’s a similar story for the 
pork. Seth and Ashley buy 35 hogs from Darby Farms in 
Rutledge, GA. “They raise them for us all year. It takes a lot to 
invest all that money up front, but we trust each other, and 
we’re invested in each other.” 

Home to some of the best homemade sourdough and 
jalapeno jam in the county, Graft’s menu changes weekly, 
often daily, according to which ingredients are most flavorful 
and in season. Here they share an easy recipe with spring 
vegetables. 

CRAVE

RAW 
BRUSSEL 
SPROUTS 
SALAD
• 1 pound Brussel sprouts, trimmed
• Juice of 1/2 lemon, plus zest
• 1-2 tablespoons minced garlic, 
    based on your preference
• 1 heaping teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes
• Coarse sea salt or kosher salt and freshly ground 
     black pepper, to taste
• 1/2 cup extra virgin olive oil, or more to taste
• 1 cup chopped toasted walnuts or slivered almonds
• 3/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese

1. In a food processor using the thinnest slicing disk, 
slice the Brussel sprouts (they will fall apart into shreds). 
Or, using a knife, slicing the sprouts as thinly as possible. 
Put the sprouts in a bowl and toss with the lemon juice, 
minced garlic, red pepper flakes and a generous pinch of 
salt and pepper. Let rest for 5 minutes.

2. Add the olive oil and toss well. Add the nuts, 
cheese and lemon zest to toss gently. Taste and adjust 
seasonings. You can serve this immediately, but it gets 
better after an hour or longer. 

Serves 6-8

To learn more and
purchase tickets, visit 

SeouloftheSouthTour.com

Seoul
south

of the

JOIN US FOR THE 2017

MAY 13
JUNE 24

AUGUST 19
SEPTEMBER 30

KOREAN
RESTAURANT TOUR

PRESENTED BY
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TASTE 
TEST: 
UNCLE JACK’S 
MEAT HOUSE
Uncle Jack’s Meat House has arrived in 
Gwinnett, and it’s personality is as big 
as it’s owner, Food Network star Willie 
Degel. Built in the style of a 1900s 
meat warehouse, the enormous space 
seats 125 people, and offers a menu of 
farm-to-table favorites.

GWINNETT CLEAN & BEAUTIFUL’S
11th Annual

Environmental 
ADDRESS

Featuring Governor Nathan Deal

Save the Date

For more information:
gwinnettcb.org • 770.822.5187

OCTOBER 11, 2017
Infinite Energy Center

Sponsor Opportunities Available
 

CRAVE

Uncle Jack’s Duluth location is Degel’s first restaurant 
outside New York, and the menu gives a few nods to 
its new Southern home, including beer-battered okra 
and stone-ground shrimp and grits. You’ll find the 
classics you’d expect from a steakhouse: the center-cut 
filet, the aged prime rib, and a whopping 16-ounce 
strip, all locally sourced, grass-fed and pasture-raised. 
The menu staples come with interesting twists, 
too. The burger—dubbed the “Ooey Gooey Mooey 
Burger”—is topped with onion jam and buttermilk 
blue cheese fondue, while the bacon appetizer comes 
strung up on cast iron meat hooks, accompanied with 
house-made peanut butter.

Degel, who you may recognize as the host of Food 
Network’s “Restaurant Stakeout,” had a long history 
as a restaurateur before his foray into television. In 
1996, he opened Uncle Jack’s first location in Bayside, 
NY, named after his great-uncle and godfather Jack, 
a family icon who owned a New York steakhouse and 
speakeasy in the 1920s. Degal’s stellar steaks built a 
loyal following, earning him the nickname “The Steak 
Doctor.” He now owns four different restaurant brands, 
including Jack’s Shack Organic Eatery, and Uncle 
Jack’s Steak Sandwich Shoppe.

Degel considered many locations across Atlanta, 
but ultimately chose Duluth for the proximity to 
the Infinite Energy Arena. Plus, “it’s a great eating 
city,” Degel told the AJC, “and I love the indoor-
outdoor atmosphere.” Visit the new location at 6590 
Sugarloaf Parkway, and check out the full menu at 
unclejacksmeathouse.com

IN HOUSE 
HICKORY 
SMOKED 
BACON WITH 
HOMEMADE 
PEANUT BUTTER 
AND CHIPOTLE
MAPLE GLAZE



BRAKE 
FOR 
BEER: 

SLOW POUR 
BREWERY SET 
TO OPEN 
THIS SPRING

BEER 
SPEAK...
Nerd out with Brewmaster 
John Reynolds as he describes 
his inaugural brews.

IPA
Inspiration: Tropicalia IPA from Creature Comforts 
Brewery, Athens

“I loved their East coast-style IPA, with the 
sophisticated hops profile. With West Coast-style IPAs, 
the hops are added at the beginning of the brew 
process, giving bitterness without complexity. East 
Coast styles add the hops at the back end of the boil, 
meaning the essential oils don’t burn off. You get all 
these fruity notes, but no fruit is actually added, all 
those flavors come from the hop flower.”

BROWN ALE
Inspiration: five-star chefs

“I was reading a lot of chefs’ feedback, and they all 
agreed that a brown ale is something you can pair 
with almost anything on the menu. It’s very versatile.”

TRIPEL 
Inspiration: Three Taverns and Wild Heaven, 
Belgian-style breweries, Atlanta

“There were a lot of great saisons and witbiers across 
Georgia but no one is offering a Tripel, which is 
more fruity, with biscuity notes and a higher alcohol 
content.”

CRAVE

Meet brothers-in-law Marty Mazzawi and John Reynolds. 
The pair are unlikely brewery owners—Mazzawi is a dentist, 
Reynolds is an IT guy—but together they have the drive (and 
the thirst) to bring their vision to fruition: Gwinnett County’s 
first craft brewery.

Slow Pour Brewery, set to open in early May, will be housed 
in an historic textile factory in downtown Lawrenceville, and 
will be the first of its kind in the county.

Considering the feverish rise in craft beer popularity across 
the nation, “it’s surprising the largest county in Georgia 
doesn’t have a brewery,” says Reynolds. “It’s the perfect 
intersection in time and space to start one of our own.”

Reynolds, Slow Pour’s brewmaster, is a self-proclaimed beer 
nerd. “Beer has been brewed for thousands of years. Every 
time you try one, it’s like drinking a bit of history. I love 
experimenting with new beer recipes and being a part of 
that.” Reynolds has six beers in his line-up at Slow Pour: a 
stout, brown, tripel, blonde, IPA and pale ale. “This is just 

our starting point,” Reynolds says. “But I brew things that 
I’m passionate about. And I believe when you craft styles 
you’re most passionate about, it shows in the product.”

As it turns out, the beer was the easy part. Pioneering 
the county’s first brewery—and the zoning codes to make 
it legal—was a trial in itself. Mazzawi and the city didn’t 
have any precedent to follow. “We had to navigate many 
unfamiliar hurdles,” he said. “We had to write new 
regulations, alter our architectural designs and make 
changes to meet fire code and capacity issues. Fortunately 
for us, both the city and county have been extremely 
supportive.”

The ultimate goal, though, is not just to make beer, but to 
“create a space that inspires a slower pace,” says Mazzawi.

“In our culture where technology and instant gratification 
rule, we’re constantly on our phones,” Reynolds says. “We 
wanted to create an atmosphere where people slow down, 
unplug and enjoy some beer and community.”

So, a dentist and an IT guy walk into a bar…
Not a bar, actually. A brewery.

Photo credit: Brian David Barnard
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5 
WITHIN 
50
Wanna take a tour that doesn’t 
involve a droning museum 
docent? Jump outside the box 
of generic guided tours—and we 
mean way outside the box. Here 
are five tours less than 50 miles 
from Gwinnett that feel 10,000 
miles away.

BABYLAND 
GENERAL 
HOSPITAL
Cleveland

Shout out to the children of the 80s. Did you assume 
Cabbage Patch Dolls came from a toy factory in 
China? Wrong. They come from a magic fairy land in 
Cleveland, Georgia. Take a tour at Babyland General 
(along with the crowds of school children) and watch 
as nurses with salad tongs help Mother Cabbage 
give live birth. You’ll learn how the “magic bunny 
bees” on the ceiling “sprinkle magic pollen over 
the crystals” to help induce labour, along with other 
strange euphemisms for conception. The Stork Myth 
will sound pretty plausible by comparison. Bonus: 
all freshly birthed cabbage babies are available for 
adoption (a.k.a. purchase) in the gift shop at the end 
of the tour.

BAPS SHRI 
SWAMINARAYAN 
MANDIR
Lilburn

During the construction of the incredible BAPS Shri 
Swaminarayan Mandir, more than 34,000 hand-
carved pieces of marble, limestone, and sandstone 
were sent from India and assembled piece-by-piece 
without mortar or nails. Located in Lilburn, it’s the 
largest mandir (place of worship) of its kind outside 
India. Enter this glittering Hindu temple and feel the 

EX
PL

OR
E

American South drop away completely. Astonishing 
in beauty and craftsmanship, the structure 
features 86 decorative ceilings, 116 archways, and 
340 columns carved with Hindu deities. Open 
to the public between 9am and 6pm, visitors 
are encouraged to attend the spellbinding Arti 
ceremony (daily at 11:15am) of twirling incense and 
musical prayer. Guided and audio tours available.

CDC 
MUSEUM
Atlanta

Time travel to a post-apocalyptic world where 
mutating viruses and antibiotic-resistant bacteria 
are fought by superheros in hazmats...except you 
don’t need to travel to the future, just to the Atlanta 
campus of the Center for Disease Control. At the 
goosebump-inducing CDC museum you’ll learn 
about the fight to eliminate polio and malaria, the 
investigation of Legionnaire’s disease, and the 
spread of Ebola. The best part? Those same toxic 
diseases are stored just a few hundred feet away at 
CDC National Headquarters. 

GEORGIA 
GUIDESTONES
Elberton

Conspiracy theorists, this one’s for you. Did you 
know there is a Stonehenge-esque monument 
inscribed with a Rosetta Stone prophecy for a mutant 
future? Yeah, #ndb. Towering in a cow pasture in 

EXPLORE

Nuberg, Georgia, the stones were erected in 1980 
with the funds of a mysterious investor under the 
pseudonym “R.C. Christian”. Carved on four sides 
in Egyptian hieroglyphics, classical Greek, Sanskrit, 
and Babylonian cuneiform, it reads: “Let these be 
Guidestones to an Age of Reason.” The other stones 
are covered with a list of commandments written 
in Swahili, Hebrew, Chinese and other languages. 
There’s even an allusion to a time capsule buried 
underneath. Take a self-guided tour and draw your 
own conclusions.

VAMPIRE DIARIES 
TOUR
Covington

A short drive to Covington, the filming location of 
Vampire Diaries, transports you to the Louisiana 
town of Mystic Falls. Take the “Stalking Tour” with 
the Vampire Stalkers company. Their guides know 
all the ins-and-outs of the secret locations (including 
Giuseppe’s Pub, Rousseau’s Bar, and The Voodoo 
Shop), and will even take you to site of Damon and 
Elena’s rain kiss (see episode 6:06). Eery back alleys, 
historic buildings, and personal anecdotes from the 
actors will bring back your favorite Vampire Diary 
moments. Just keep your wooden spike handy.

BAPS SHRI 
SWAMINARAYAN
MANDIR

VAMPIRE 
DIARIES CAST 
MEMBERS
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DAY 
TRIP: 

DAHLONEGA
DISTANCE:
50 MILES, 
ONE-HOUR DRIVE
In 1830, Dahlonega was the hippest town in 
Georgia. A guy named Benjamin Parks tripped 
over a rock, and it turned out to be a gold nugget. 
Soon people were pouring in. These days you’ll 
find fewer pick axes and gold miners, and more 
art galleries and haute cuisine. With a downtown 
square of sheltering shade trees, brick walkways 
and 19th-century architecture, it’s clear Dahlonega 
hasn’t lost it’s stride since its boomtown days.

An hour north on I-985, metro Atlanta drops away 
and you’re in lush Appalachia, with the highest 
concentration of wineries and waterfalls in the 
state. 

There’s a lot to cover in one day, and the trailhead 
is a great place to start. North Georgia has over 
120 waterfalls, among which Amicalola and 
DeSoto Falls are the most celebrated. Lesser 
known, but equally beautiful, are Ruby Cliff and 
Helton Creek Falls, all within miles of Dahlonega’s 
city center. As kitschy as it might sound, the 
gold mine tours are worth their weight in...well, 
they’re awesome. The Consolidated Gold Mines 
and processing mill, built in the early 1900s, was 
the largest gold mining operation east of the 
Mississippi River. Tours are lead by actual miners, 
who talk you through fascinating historical 
anecdotes as you creep through 200-foot-deep 
tunnels.

After working up a thirst, drop into an award-
winning winery. There’s the 42-acre vineyard at 
Frogtown, Georgia’s most decorated winery. Visit 
the timber-frame wine tasting room to sample the 
2010 Touché, gold medalist at the 2014 Critic’s 
Challenge. Wolf Mountain boasts Georgia’s first 
gold medal-winning Methode Champenoise 
sparkling wine. And Three Sisters Winery, the 
area’s founding winegrower and the oldest 
continuously operated vineyard, has a rock walled 
patio with splendid mountain views, along with 
regular live bluegrass and jazz. 

Meanwhile Dahlonega’s downtown restaurants 
put the homegrown wines to great use with 
thoughtful, creative wine pairings and fresh 
farm-to-table menus. Try the duck confit with 
spicy collard greens and cauliflower apple puree 
at the Corkscrew Cafe, or the unbeatable she crab 
soup and cilantro butter scallops from Back Porch 
Oyster Bar. Before you leave, stroll the square 
for amazing glazed pottery, folk art galleries, 
and hand-tooled jewelry boutiques. Once you’re 
exhausted from wining, dining, and hiking, it’ll be 
time to stumble home. Here’s to hoping you trip 
over a gold nugget.

Experience the pizazz of 
Peachtree Corners.

www.peachtreecornersga.gov

Eat...

Shop...

Relax...

WE 
DiG



ROAD 
TRIP:
ASHEVILLE, 
NORTH 
CAROLINA
DISTANCE: 
180 MILES, 
THREE-HOUR DRIVE

WE 
DiG:
TOUR: 
The Biltmore Estate, 
George Vanderbilt’s 250-
room French Renaissance 
chateau (complete with a 
few Renoirs), has 75 acres 
of gardens and an awe-
inspiring 19th-century 
glamour. 

STROLL: 
The River Arts District 
where former factory 
buildings have been 
converted into artist 
studios and galleries for 
an eclectic and avant-
garde feel.

CHOW: 
Biscuit Head (who’s 
tagline is “Put Some 
South in Your Mouth”) 
serves enormous cat-head 
biscuits with your choice 
of seven different gravy 
toppings.

LISTEN: 
Catch the next big thing 
at The Mothlight, an 
intimate venue in West 
Asheville, so you can say 
“I saw them when…”

EXPLORE

Asheville, you little paradox. With a Southern 
sweetness and a contemporary edge, at times 
it’s painfully hip, other times delightfully 
downhome. And that’s exactly what makes 
everyone fall in love here. Walk the streets of the 
art deco downtown past yoga studios and reiki 
healing, gastropubs, art galleries and pottery 
shops. The mix of southern hospitality, high brow 
art, and a sprinkle of new age-iness make for a 
vibrant city without pretension.

Now with more breweries per capita than 
anywhere in the U.S. (take that, Seattle!), it’s been 
dubbed the “Napa Valley of beer,” home to some 
of the most award-winningest microbrews in the 
country. Nestled in the foothills of Appalachia, 
you’ll have beautiful views from your bed and 
breakfast balcony, as well as access to some of 
the best hiking in the Great Smoky Mountain 
National Park and Nantahala National Forest. For 
a luxurious overnight stay, or at least a chic happy 
hour, try the historic Grove Park Inn, a stone-
walled Craftsman-era hotel overlooking the Blue 
Ridge skyline. Famous guests over the years have 
included Thomas Edison, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and 
Helen Keller, not to mention ten U.S. presidents.

Obama has famously praised Asheville as his 
favorite vacay hideaway. For the former POTUS, 
and many others, it’s the food that ranks Asheville 
as world-class. Here the barbeque is some of 
the Southeast’s finest (12 Bones Smokehouse, 
Obama’s favorite, is a must, along with the hip 
newcomer Buxton Hall BBQ), but it’s also the 
daring contemporary and farm-to-table dishes 
(like the lamb caponata with ricotta and pine 
nut crumble at the Biltmore Estate Dining 

Room, or the local mountain trout with toasted 
pecan butter at Early Girl Eatery) that have put 
Asheville on the Michelin-star map.

The art scene might be Asheville’s most 
delightful juxtaposition of all. Folk art and 
pottery workshops line the street alongside 
sparse, light-flooded contemporary galleries. 
The River Arts District and the Biltmore Village 
showcase some of the most talented artists in 
pottery, glass blowing, photography, jewelry, 
mixed media and fiber arts. And the Asheville 
Art Museum houses an impressively large 
collection of American contemporary artists in 
every form of media.

The city also has an undeniable party side. 
Events like the upcoming LEAF festival 
and Brewgrass festival draw crowds in the 
thousands, while intimate acoustic music 
venues host next-big-thing artists before they’re 
discovered. Journalist Jen Nathan Orris advises 
skipping the cover charge altogether: “The 
city’s street performance scene boasts buskers 
of all kinds, from country crooners to electric 
violin players. It’s hard to miss the talent that 
overflows onto Asheville’s streets.” Make sure 
to pack your tambourine or maracas. The Friday 
night drum circle in Pritchard Park, where the 
djembes and congas resound in a joyous al 
fresco dance party, is not to be missed.

And that’s what makes Asheville so loveable. It’s 
a place where mountain music and the avant-
garde live in comfortable harmony. Convinced? 
Pack your sport coat and your cowbell and hit 
the road.

DOWNTOWN ASHEVILLE, NC, HOME 
TO THE MOST BREWERIES PER 

CAPITA IN THE US.
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GWINNETT’S MOST ANTICIPATED CHARITABLE EVENT OF THE YEAR JOIN US AND HELP TURN HOPE 
INTO REALITY FOR PEOPLE WITH 
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES AND

ACQUIRED BRAIN INJURIES.
Annandale’s Jazzy Thing unites more 

than a thousand individuals and 
community business leaders in the 

spirit of caring and giving to make a 
powerful difference in the lives of men 

and women with autism, cerebral palsy, 
Down syndrome, other intellectual 

disabilities, and those that have 
experienced an acquired brain injury.

One-hundred percent of the funds 
raised will provide a comprehensive 

range of programs and services 
designed to help men and women with 

intellectual disabilities lead lives that 
reflect quality, independence,
self-worth, and achievement.

Live Entertainment Fantastic Food

Silent AuctionSpicy Bites 
C hal lenge

C ompl imentary Beer, 
Wine & C ocktailsCasino Games

Kiss-A-P ig
(People Invested in Giving)

Jazzy
Sponsors

Front Image: “Moonlight Over Lillian Webb 
Park” -Stop the Clock Photo, Norcross

ANNANDALE’S APRIL
29th
6:30-11PM

LILLIAN WEBB PARK IN HISTORIC NORCROSS

FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
OR TICKETS, CALL (770) 945-8381 
OR VISIT WWW.ANNANDALE.ORG



Please join us for a day to 
enjoy and experience all that 
Summit Chase has to offer.

Golf • Dining • Tennis
Swimming • Friendship

Call (770) 979-9000 to set up 
your day so that we know 

when to expect you. 

www.summitchasecc.com

GWINNETT’S 
KOREAN 
FOOD 
SCENE 
IS GOING TO BLOW 
YOUR MIND 
(IT DID FOR ME)
You know that little secret about romance? When you pretend 
to like something that your significant other is passionate about 
(even when you have absolutely zero interest)? Of course you do. 

My tiny tale of deception begins several years ago, when my 
then-boyfriend (now husband) asked me out to a dim sum 
restaurant. Him: “I LOVE DIM SUM! You too, right?” My outside 
voice: “Of course! Love it. Who doesn’t love dim sum?” My inside 
voice: “Only a complete neophyte.”

Suffice to say I was completely unmasked as a dim sum newbie, 
and was cleaning fermented radish out of my purse for a few 
days. But thankfully times have changed — and he still married 
me. 

Fast forward to my office, where as tourism professionals we 
realize that above all, food is the fabric of a destination: the 
sounds, smells and tastes that make a place worth visiting. It is 
what you remember, share and anticipate. It’s what makes your 
destination authentic (a widely overused word, second only to 
#blessed, but I digress). 

Gwinnett’s Asian dining scene is just about as authentic as it 
gets. To say that Koreans like their beef is an understatement, 
and maybe that’s just one of the reasons why you can find 
bulgogi or Korean BBQ, all over what we affectionately market 
as “the Seoul of the South.” It’s in the heart of the Gwinnett 
Place CID in Duluth, and it doesn’t matter the list – Zagat, Eater.
com, Atlanta magazine, or many others, you’ll find Gwinnett’s 
best Korean spots: Breakers, Iron Age, Honey Pig, and 678 
Korean BBQ included in their Top 10s. Second to bulgogi are the 
sweet and savory treats of over a dozen Korean bakeries, where 
wide tables are loaded with buttercream buns, bubble teas, 
macaroons, milk bread, and chewy rice pastries.

However, we have quickly recognized that many of our 
residents, hotel front desks, and even our local media outlets 
were not familiar (or perhaps even comfortable with) the 
Asian restaurant scene popping up from Norcross to Duluth 
and Suwanee. We decided to do something new in 2016 to 
familiarize our folks who connect our visitors: create a Korean 
food tour designed to educate, entertain, and enhance! 

Thus, the Explore Gwinnett “Seoul of the South” food tours 
were born. Our staff ran three tours last year, filling up our 
local trolley with folks eager to experience hansik, bunshik, 
galbi, kimchi, and bimbimbap. Our international marketing 
coordinator, Sarah Park, a second-generation Korean, did an 
amazing job hosting our industry and media tours, giving them 
cultural tips, suggestions for drink pairings, and almost always, 
a hearty welcome from the chef. 

Experiences such as our food tours can open your eyes – and 
I am speaking from personal experience. Understanding the 
complexities, ingredients, and being shown how to correctly 
enjoy the meal is a liberating experience. 

And the authentic experience clearly resonated with our media 
attendees — where news of Gwinnett’s Asian dining experiences 
were written up in the Huffington Post, the Explore Georgia 
website, USA Today and the Travel Channel’s food website. 

After our trial run, we are ready for it to resonate with the 
general public. In 2017, we’ll open up our “Seoul of the South” 
Korean food tours to the public for the first time. We’ve had 
people clamoring for a chance to hop on our magical mystery 
food trolley, so if you are interested, send me an email at 
lisa@exploregwinnett.org. We’re finalizing dates and places in 
early 2017. And by the way, my anniversary dinner this year? 
Hong Kong Harbour, where dim sum rules.

—Lisa Anders 
Lisa is the Executive Director of Explore Gwinnett, Gwinnett’s official 
tourism office, and also serves as Gwinnett’s Camera Ready/film 
liaison representative to Georgia’s film/TV industry. 

LISA’S 
LIST

Photo Courtesy: Explore Gwinnett
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 I ARTED
IN SUWANEE.

Vibrant, thriving communities 
across the country all have 

one thing in common: 
a strong commitment to public art.

We got this.
Join us in Town Center Park 
this spring as we unveil the 

20 pieces that make up 
our fifth Suwanee SculpTour 

temporary sculpture exhibition, 
joining the 16 pieces of art in the joining the 16 pieces of art in the 

City’s permanent collection.

suwanee.com



For more info
www.duluthga.net/events

Don’t miss...

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY
May - September

DULUTH ART WEEK
June 9th - 17th

DULUTH ARTS
FESTIVAL

June 10th - 11th


